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holy influences to guard and guide him. There
are some who have a quickened sense of fellow-
ship and unity, when suclj prayers and aspira-
tions are uttered in concert; but the error is to
desire merely the bodily presence of one's fellow-
creatures for such a purpose, rather than their
mental and spiritual acquiescence. The result CT
such a desire is that it is often taught, or at all
events believed, that there is a kind of merit in the
attendance at public worship. The only merit of
it lies in the case of those who sacrifice a personal
disinclination to the desire to testify sympathy for
the religious life. It is no more meritorious for
those who personally enjoy it, than it is for a lover
of pictures to go to a picture-gallery, for thus the
hunger of the spirit is satisfied.

It would be better, perhaps, if it were frankly
realised and recognised that it is a special taste,
a peculiar vocation. It would be better if those
who loved liturgical worship desired only the com-
panionship of like-minded people; better still if it
were recognised that there is no necessary con-
nection between liturgical worship and morality
at all, except in so far that all pure spiritual m-
stincts are on the side of morality. But so far
from holding it to be a duty for a man to protest
against the importance attached to worship by
liturgically-minded people, I should hold it to be
a duty for all spiritually-minded men to show as
much active sympathy as they can for a practice
which is to many persons a unique and special
channel of spiritual grace.